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Art Unit: 3677 

DETAILED ACTION 



Information Disclosure Statement 



1 . The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 17 March 2005 has 
been considered by the examiner for this Office Action. 



Claim Objections 



2. Claims 1 and 2 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

• Claim 1 recites the limitation "the action" between the second and third 
lines, "the external ends" between the third and fourth lines, "the lateral faces" in the 
fourth line, "the end" in the fifth line, "the external ends" in the eleventh line and "the 
external faces" in the fifteenth line. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this 
limitation in the claim. 

• Claim 3 recites the limitation "the end tips" in the first line. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

• Claim 5 recites the limitation "the longitudinal axis" in the third line. There 
is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

• Claim 7 recites the limitation "the action" and "the return spring" in the 
second line, "the external ends" in the third line and "the lateral faces" between the third 
and fourth lines. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 
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• Claim 8 recites the limitation "the external lateral faces" between the fourth 
and fifth lines and "the external ends" in the sixth line. There is insufficient antecedent 
basis for this limitation in the claim. 

• Claim 9 recites the "the external ends" in the third line. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

• Claim 9 recites the limitation "a hinge pin" in the third line. This is 
considered a double inclusion since a hinge pin was already recited in claim 8. Please 
correct to "the hinge pin" or to "a second hinge pin". 

• Lines 1-4 of claim 1 should be deleted since these lines are not providing 
any structural limitations to the claim. 

Correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

4. Claims 8 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
International Patent Document WO 93/1486 (WO '486). 

A fastening member (10,1 1,17) fitted with two lugs defining between one another 
a space intended to receive a hinge pin (3,6,8) (Figs. 3 and 4). Each one of the lugs 
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comprises an axial recess (7) leading to the space comprised between the lugs (Figs. 3 
and 4). The axial recess is extended towards the external lateral faces of the lugs by a 
hole (from 7 to the outside of the lugs) housing endstones (11) mounted in a sliding 
manner in this recess and bearing a push button (10) attached to the external ends of 
the endstones (Figs. 3 and 4). Each lug comprises on its external lateral faces a 
protrusion (when the push button is being depressed as shown in Fig. 3). 

A lateral and oblique guiding cut (20) as well as a central recess is intended to 
house the external ends of the pivots of a hinge pin (Figs. 3 and 4). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this 
title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a 
whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said 
subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over WO 
^486. 

WO '486 discloses a device for fastening a watch case (1) comprises a fastening 
element (10,11,17) attached or integral to the end of a case provided with two lugs 
defining between one another a space intended to receive a hinge pin (3,6,8). Each of 
these lugs comprises an axial recess (7) leading to the space comprised by the two 
lugs. The axial recess is extended towards external lateral faces of the lugs by a hole 



Application/Control Number: 10/528,138 Page 5 

Art Unit: 3677 

(extending from 7 to the outside) housing an endstone (11) mounted in a sliding manner 
in this recess and bearing a push button (10) attached to the external ends of the 
endstones (Figs. 3 and 4). The hinge pin comprises on its lateral faces an annular 
housing having a groove defining an advantageous orientation (Figs. 3 and 4), This 
annular housing is intended to cooperate with a protrusion (18) located on the internal 
faces of the lugs (when the push button is being depressed as shown in Fig. 3). WO 
'486 fails to disclose that the device is provided for a watch strap instead of being 
provided in a watch case. However, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of Applicant's invention to provide the device for the watch 
strap instead of providing it in the watch case because it has been held that a mere 
reversal of the essential working parts of a device involves only routine skill in the art. 
/A7reE/A7ste/n, 8USPQ167. 

The endstones are mounted slidably in end tips that are attached into the 
recesses of the lugs and comprise the holes extending the recesses in order to house 
an external part of the endstone (Figs. 3 and 4). 

The end tips are comprised with two parts (Figs. 3 and 4). An internal part 
receives a second return spring (17) and an external part of the endstone is used as a 
housing for the push button (Figs. 3 and 4). 

Each endstone is subject to the action of a second return spring tending to 
outwardly push the push button (Fig. 4). 

The protrusions are located on the internal faces of the lugs (Figs. 3 and 4). 
Each comprises a guiding cut (20) and aligned on the longitudinal axis of the axial 
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recesses and a central recesses intended to house the external ends of the pivots (Figs. 
3 and 4). 

The guiding cuts are formed in the protrusions on their external face in the axis of 
the strap, respecting the advantageous orientation defined by the groove on the annular 
housing (Figs. 3 and 4). 

WO '486 discloses a watch strap comprises a hinge pin (3,6,8) integral with the 
watch case in which two pivots (6) slide subject to an action of a return spring (8) 
tending to separate them. The external end of the pivots emerges from the lateral faces 
of the hinge pin (Figs. 3 and 4). The hinge pin comprises on its lateral faces an annular 
housing having a groove defining an advantageous orientation (Figs. 3 and 4). WO 
'486 fails to disclose that the hinge pin is provided in a watch case instead of being 
provided in a watch strap. However, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of Applicant's invention to provide the hinge pin for the watch 
case instead of providing it in the watch strap because it has been held that a mere 
reversal of the essential working parts of a device involves only routine skill in the art. 
//7 re ensfe/n, 8 USPQ 167. 



Conclusion 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
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Gaylord (US 2,870,509 and US 2,992,467), Gay (US 4,716,631), Howald (US 
6,014,793), Wild (US 6,401,307 B1), Nussbaum (US 6,923,593 B2), European Patent 
Document EP 0 133 068 A1 , Swiss Patent Document CH 664 663 G A3, International 
Patent Document WO 93/10486, British Patent Document UK 2 264 628 A and UK 2 
297 236 A and French Patent Document FR 2 743 641 are cited to show state of the art 
with respect to hinge pins having similar features to the ones being claimed in the 
current application and some having a fastening system for used with the hinge pins. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ruth C Rodriguez whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7070. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 07:15 - 15:45. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, J. J. Swann can be reached on (571) 272-7075. 

Submissions of your responses by facsimile transmission are encouraged. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned 
is (571 ) 273-8300. Recognizing the fact that reducing cycle time in the processing and 
examination of patent applications will effectively increase the patent's term, it is to your 
benefit to submit responses by facsimile transmission whenever permissible. Such 
submission will place the response directly in our examining group's hands and will 
eliminate Post Office processing and delivery time as well as PTO's mailroom 
processing and delivery time. For a complete list of correspondence not permitted by 
facsimile transmission, see MPEP § 502.01. In general, most responses and/or 
amendments not requiring a fee, as well as those requiring a fee but charging such fee 
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to a deposit account, can be submitted by facsimile transmission. Responses requiring 
a fee that the applicant is paying by check should not be submitted by facsimile 
transmission separately from the check. 

Responses submitted by facsimile transmission should include a Certificate of 
Transmission (MPEP § 512). The following is an example of the format the certification 
might take: 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being facsimile transmitted to 
the Patent and Trademark Office (Fax No. (571 ) 273-8300) on (Date) . 
(Typed or printed name of person signing this certificate) 
(Signature) 

If your response is submitted by facsimile transmission, you are hereby reminded 
that the original should be retained as evidence of authenticity (37 CFR 1 .4 and MPEP 
§ 502.02). Please do not separately mail the original or another copy unless required 
by the Patent and Trademark Office. Submission of the original response or a follow-up 
copy of the response has been transmitted by facsimile will cause further unnecessary 
delays in the processing of your application, duplicate responses where fees are 
charged to a deposit account may result in those fees being charged twice. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6640. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 



f 



Application/Control Number: 10/528,138 



Page 9 



Art Unit: 3677 

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Ruth C. Rodriguez 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 3677 
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August 7, 2006 




